Chromatographic recovery of polypeptides from copper-stained sodium dodecyl sulfate polyacrylamide gels.
A procedure of preparative electrophoresis is described in which proteins separated on sodium dodecyl sulfate gels, stained with copper and eluted by simple diffusion, are highly concentrated on a fluorocarbon packing and freed of small molecular weight substances, including sodium dodecyl sulfate and buffer components and gel-related substances. This method can be used for microscale preparations or it can be scaled up to recover milligram amounts of protein. The purified polypeptides, however denatured, are suitable for amino acid sequencing.